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Today I will try to answer some general questions 
about the Marten Falls Community Access Road 
Project including:

• Where and why we proposed the Marten Falls 
Community Access Road Project?

• What is the Marten Falls Community Access Road 
Project?

• Summary of work completed, ongoing activities 
and, next steps

Presentation Agenda



Chief Bruce Achneepineskum of Marten Falls First 
Nation (MFFN). 

• Council member for 16 years before being elected Chief 
four years ago. 

• One of the last people from my community to have been 
born on the land.

• I continue to practice Anishinawbe teaching and cultural 
pursuits as my schedule permits. 

Introduction 



• The landscape in the region  is a 
beautiful mosaic of forest, 
muskeg and river systems. 

• Scientifically speaking, MFFN 
traditional lands cross a number 
of different ecosystems and two 
Eco zones, the Ontario Shield 
and, Hudson Bay Lowlands         
(Crins et. al, 2009, MNRF Technical Report    
SIB TERM IMA TR-01)

Regional Setting of Marten Falls First Nation



MFFN is a remote 
community located 
~450km northeast of 
Thunder Bay as the crow 
flies or ~160km north-
northeast of Nakina, 
Ontario and is currently 
accessible by seasonal 
winter road or airplane 
only.

Location of Marten Falls First Nation

Marten Falls First Nation

Thunder Bay

Nakina



• The focus of our project is to build a 
community access road to MFFN. 

• This community access road can continue 
north to the Ring of Fire but we do not 
have an agreement with the government 
to develop that right now.

• We believe the construction of a north-
south road will provide benefits to First 
Nations and that First Nations need to have 
a say in how and if such a road would be 
constructed in the future.

• Through our agreement with Noront, our 
proposed project capitalizes on Cliff 
Resources’ preliminary work that indicated 
the economic benefits of transporting 
chromite ore following a north-south 
corridor. 

Project Background



• Shorter winter road seasons as a 
result of climate change;

• Socio-economic factors such as 
higher fuel prices, increases to 
cost of living, limited flight and 
freight capacity etc.; and,

• Wanting to improve well-being of 
membership through economic 
development, job creation and, 
expanding local services.

Rational for a Community Access Road

MFFN began planning for an all 
season road almost two decades 
ago in face of a number of factors 
including, but not limited to:



Phase 1: Community Access Road 
Project Scope

• To undertake an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and Preliminary 
Design (PD) for Phase 1 Community 
Access Road (CAR);

• The proposed road will be an all-
season gravel road designed to 
accommodate commercial traffic; 

• The proposed road begins at the 
terminus of Painter Lake Forestry 
Road and ends in MFFN for a total 
length between 138 and 231 
kilometres.

• There are four routing alternatives 
being considered.

• The Phase 1 CAR EA and PD project 
will take two years to complete and 
a transfer payment agreement with 
Ontario exists for the same 
duration.



Phase 2: Supply Road Project Scope

• Preliminary baseline studies only 
to assess the potential for a Phase 
2 Supply Road leading to Ring of 
Fire;

• The proposed road is envisioned 
to be built to the same standards 
as Phase 1;

• The proposed road begins north 
of the Albany River and ends at 
the Ring of Fire for a total length 
of between 123 and 161 
kilometres. 

• Baseline studies will assess six 
routing alternatives and are being 
done to better inform future 
decision making.

• There are no existing agreements 
to undertake a full EA for Phase 2.



Key Points to Take Away

• MFFN intends to construct the 
Phase 1 Community Access 
Road as a priority. 

• Baseline studies for Phase 2 are 
being conducted to assess the 
potential for Phase 2 from 
engineering, environmental 
and Aboriginal Traditional 
Knowledge perspectives.

• We don’t have an agreement 
with Ontario on Phase 2 but we 
will work towards it as a 
proponent with Ontario and 
neighbouring First Nations. 



• On May 4, 2018 a voluntary 
agreement was finalized between 
MFFN and the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and 
Parks and, on May 8, 2018 
notification of the voluntary 
agreement was sent to 
neighbouring First Nation 
communities.

• MFFN will be transferring the 
designation of official proponent 
to a MFFN owned corporation 
named Miikana, that has been 
created to reduce risk and ensure 
a dedicated professional team is 
responsible for project 
completion.

Summary of Work Completed and Next Steps



• A Request for Proposals was issue on August 
8, 2018 to select environmental and 
engineering consultants required to conduct 
the Phase 1 CAR EA, PD and, Phase 2 Supply 
Road baseline studies 

• Award is anticipated in late-September

• The project team is conducting pre-
consultation efforts as part of requirements 
to prepare for Phase 1 draft Terms of 
Reference for EA (Provincial Process) and the 
Project Description (Federal Process)

• Preliminary baseline study field work for 
caribou, moose, stick nest and breeding 
birds was conducted in the winter and spring 
season.

Summary of Work Completed and Next Steps



Questions?


